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Idaho June 1 Water Supply Outlook Report
From the Natural Resources Conservation Service
The month of May’s yoyolike temperatures brought periodic
cold fronts that slowed down the
melting of Idaho’s abundant
mountain
snowpack.
This
produced multiple streamflow
peaks during May, and eased the
pressure from high flows as
communities prepared for high
runoff. Just when the higher
elevation snow sites were melting
two inches of snow water a day, a
cold front would come into Idaho,
slowing the melting process and
even adding more snow water in
the higher elevations in mid-May.
In
addition,
May This screen grab from a video shot by News Radio 1310 KLIX in Twin Falls shows
precipitation was also kind to water pouring over the Salmon Falls Dam spillway in May. It marked only the
Idaho by being below normal second time in its 106-year history that water has flowed over the spillway.
across the state. A few areas, such (Photo Courtesy of 1310 KLIX)
as the Upper Snake, only received
half their normal May amounts. Currently, many reservoirs are full or close to filling. A solid snowpack still
exists above 8,000 feet in the central mountains, and in many basins the remaining high elevation snowpack is
more than twice normal.
Residual streamflow forecasts call for average or greater June to July volumes across the state. Some of
the highest forecasts are 150 to 250% of average for those streams with their headwaters in Idaho’s central
mountains - SF Payette, Boise, MF Salmon, Salmon, Big Wood, Little Wood and Big Lost. Some streams, like
the Big Lost River, may see their streamflow peak in early June, while others such as the Teton River in the
Upper Snake will not peak until mid-June.
It might be useful to look at the actual inches of snow water that remains at a site or in a basin and
compare those amounts to other big years. June 1 snow indexes allow you to do this on the Historical Snow
Indexes and Snow Graphs for Idaho Basins page.
Residual streamflow volumes across the state for the June to July and June to September periods can be
split into major categories. Rivers are projected at 100 to 125% of average in the Clearwater Basin and
Panhandle region. Residual volumes are forecast at 150 to 300% of average from the Salmon to the Owyhee
and across to the Bear and Upper Snake and in Idaho’s west-central and central mountains.
You can view the entire NRCS June 1 water supply report on the web by going to the following web
address: www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/states/id/webftp/wsor/2017/borid617.pdf.

@ M_ss[g_ From th_ Ex_]utiv_ Dir_]tor
It has been 6-weeks since I took over as the Executive Director and General Counsel of the Idaho
Water Users Association – and what a learning experience it has been!
I have visited Lewiston Orchards Irrigation District, East Greenacres Irrigation District, Hayden Lake
Irrigation District, New Sweden Irrigation District, Freemont-Madison Irrigation District and some of its
associated canal companies. In addition, I toured much of Nampa & Meridian Irrigation District and Pioneer
Irrigation District.
In each area I am struck by two
things: (1) how different our members
are; and (2) how similar our members
are. Few of our members can
understand the unique challenges of
operating a municipal water system
like East Greenacres and Hayden Lake
Irrigation Districts.
Nampa & Meridian Irrigation
District and Pioneer Irrigation District
continue to struggle with the ag/urban
interaction and their projects become
increasingly developed – bringing
unique delivery, water quality and
drainage issues.
I sat in a meeting in Eastern
Idaho a few weeks ago and listened as
Greg Curtis and Daren Coon (Nampa &
Paul Arrington – IWUA Executive Director-General Counsel.
Meridian) described the pressurized
irrigation delivery systems they operate throughout the Treasure Valley. It is quite fantastic.
Whatever our unique issues may be, however, we are all, at our core, the same. We all desire the
same thing: to protect the use of Idaho’s water resources. Sure, we may not all agree on all issues. However,
at the end of the day, what we all want, more than anything else, is to continue to be able to provide water
to our water users – to continue using this precious resource that forms the backbone of Idaho’s agricultural
economy.
I appreciate the warm welcome I have received from all of our members. I look forward to visiting
with each of you as I make my way throughout the State to visit our members and learning more about how
the Idaho Water Users Association can better serve you.

~~~
Paul Arrington is the fourth executive director in the 45 years that the IWUA has hired professional
staff. His predecessors were Jack Barnett, Sherl Chapman and Norm Semanko. The Association was
originally formed in 1937 as the Idaho State Reclamation Association.
IWUA is organized to promote, aid and assist the development, control, conservation, preservation
and utilization of the water resources of the State of Idaho and to cooperate with similar organizations in
other states. IWUA represents irrigation water users, municipalities, hydropower, aquaculture, agribusinesses and businesses interested in the perpetuation of wise water use in Idaho and our nation.
The Idaho Water Users Association consists of approximately 300 irrigation districts and canal
companies, agri-businesses, public water supply organizations, professional firms and individuals from
around the state that manage water supplies for more than 2 million acres of irrigated Idaho farmland.

Association Honors Norm Semanko
For IWUA Director-Counsel Service
Norm Semanko, former IWUA Executive
Director and General Counsel, was honored for his
service to the state’s water user community at the
recent Summer Water Law and Resource Issues
Seminar in Sun Valley.
Norm is now a partner of the Moffatt
Thomas law firm in Boise and leads the firm’s
water, environmental and natural resource practice
groups. Semanko became IWUA Executive Director
in 2000 replacing Sherl Chapman who retired.
Executive Director Paul Arrington, who
replaced Semanko on May 1, presented Semanko a
special plaque and a watch in recognition of his
service to the Association and its members over the
past 17 years.

(Top) Norm Semanko receives a special IWUA award for his 17 years of service to the Association during
a recent ceremony in Sun Valley. Paul Arrington, IWUA Executive Director, made the presentation and
also presented Semanko with a watch from the Association as a token of appreciation for his
contributions to the Association and Idaho’s water user community. (Above left) Semanko and Karen
Edwards, IWUA Office and Program Manager, check out the award. (Above right) Semanko addresses
the large group of water users who attended the ceremony that was held during the recent IWUA
Summer Water Law and Resource Issues Seminar.

Corps of Engineers team helping Hailey assess flood issues
A two-person team from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is providing technical assistance to
emergency managers in Hailey, Idaho, as they respond to flooding conditions there, according to Corps
officials.
The Corps’ experts in hydraulic and civil engineering will assist Blaine County and the City of Hailey
emergency management staff by assessing current river conditions, and identify options for city officials to
address immediate and short term flooding issues.

Port of Lewiston Welcomes
International Wheat Purchasing Teams
Wheat-purchasing managers from leading flourmills in Taiwan and Chile will visit the Port of Lewiston
during June to learn more about the quality, value and reliability of Idaho’s 2017 wheat crop.
A wheat purchasing team from Taiwan was the first of five wheat-buying teams making visits to
Lewiston this summer. They visited on June 16 and will be followed by four executives from major wheat
purchasing and flour producing companies in Chile on Friday, June 23. The visits allow the international wheat
buyers to get on-the-scene information
about the quality, value and reliability of
U.S. wheat imports.
“The Port of Lewiston welcomes
the international teams that will visit the
Port this summer,” said Port of Lewiston
President Mike Thomason. “These visits
clearly demonstrate what the river system
means to wheat farmers, their global
competitiveness and the local economy,”
Thomason added.
The Columbia-Snake River System
is the No. 1 wheat export gateway in the
U.S. and the Port of Lewiston is a vital part
of getting wheat grown by American
A four-member team of wheat purchasing managers from
Taiwan visited the Port of Lewiston in June 16th.
farmers to their international customers.
In 2016 approximately 655,000
tons of wheat was shipped via the Port. That represents 22.5 million bushels of wheat. About 10 percent of all
U.S. wheat exports moved through Lewiston and the Snake River dams, officials said.
“Barging on the river is the most efficient and cost-effective method for our region’s farmers to export
wheat,” said Port of Lewiston Commissioner Jerry Klemm. “Without river shipping, farmers would see the cost
to export wheat increase significantly, meaning far less revenue for local economies.”
Taiwan is on average the sixth largest market for U.S. wheat. In each of the past two marketing years,
Taiwan’s flour millers purchased about 1,000,000 metric tons of U.S. wheat, equal to 36.8 million bushels.
Chile imports an average of 850,000 metric tons of wheat each year to meet the demand unmet by
domestic production. In 2016, the United States was the top supplier of wheat to Chile, at 397,000 MT,
accounting for 46.5 percent of the market share.

Idaho Water Resource Board Approves Funding
for Phase II Study of Lewiston Regional Aquifer
The Idaho Water Resource Board (IWRB) has approved spending $109,273 with Ralston Hydraulic
Services Inc. of Moscow for the second phase of the Lewiston Regional Deep Aquifer Study at its recent
meeting in Lewiston.
IWRB officials say that Phase 2 of the study will continue investigating how the aquifer south and east
of Lewiston is replenished by surface and ground water sources, and determine the aquifer’s sustainable yield.
Aquifers underlying the Lewiston area have been in decline since the early 1990s. The Lindsay Creek
Ground Water Management Area was designated in 1992. The Lewiston Plateau Ground Water Management
Area was created in March 2015 when depletion was discovered in a larger area of shallow basalt aquifers.
The board also received an update on the Palouse Basin Water Supply Study. A team of consultants
hired by the Palouse Basin Aquifer Committee created a regional 50-year water-demand projection and water
supply target using different rates of conservation savings. It also developed four water supply alternatives,
including the possibility of:
• Diverting water from the Snake River and piping it to Pullman and Moscow.
• Diverting flows from the North Fork Palouse River and piping it to Pullman and Moscow, plus
Paradise Creek or South Fork Palouse Aquifer Recharge for Moscow.
• Store water in Flannigan Creek and convey and treat water for Moscow and the University of Idaho,
plus South Fork direct diversion for Pullman to Washington State University.
• Paradise Creek aquifer recharge for Moscow, South Fork aquifer storage and recovery for Pullman,
Pullman wastewater reuse, and Moscow wastewater reuse and ground water recharge, plus conservation.
In other action, the board passed a $12.1 million budget for water management projects in fiscal 2018
for the Secondary Aquifer Planning, Management and Implementation account. The budget includes $7.6
million for recharge operations, infrastructure and investigations; $1.7 million for Treasure Valley ground
water, future storage and conservation studies; $50,000 for projects in the Mountain Home/Elmore County area;
$100,000 for projects in the Weiser River Basin; and $1.8 million for other aquifer studies, cloud-seeding,
ground water conservation grants and more.
The board also heard about progress being made on the Mountain Home Air Force Base Water
Sustainability Project. The project includes construction of a pipeline and water treatment plant to deliver a
reliable water supply from the Snake River to the base. In addition to water-characteristic studies to select a
water treatment method, the results of an environmental assessment are scheduled to be released soon by the
U.S. Bureau of Land Management.

June 30 Sign-Up Deadline Nears For Class on Managing
Floodplain Development via National Flood Insurance Program
A special four-day class on Managing Floodplain Development through the National Flood Insurance
Program is planned for July 24 -27 in Caldwell, according to the Idaho Office of Emergency Management. The
course is designed to provide an organized training opportunity for local officials responsible for administering
their local floodplain management ordinance.
The course will focus on the NFIP and concepts of floodplain management, maps and studies, ordinance
administration, and the relationship between floodplain management and flood insurance. This class requires an
application in advance. Walk-ins are not permitted. A minimum of 15 students is required to hold the class.
Participants must complete two online tutorials and submit the certificates of completion with their application.
June 30th is the deadline for applying for the course. For more information contact Rob Mace, Idaho
Office of Emergency Management in Boise at (208) 258-6509 or by email at rmace@imd.idaho.gov.

Law change allows temporary use of surplus water to prevent
floods, for recharge and address water-quality issues
An amendment to Idaho water law now on the books will allow people or entities to apply for the
temporary use of surplus water to prevent flood damage, recharge ground water, or work on ground or surface
water-quality remediation.
An overabundance of water in Idaho streams and lakes from heavy snows and rain, resulting in
widespread flooding throughout the state, was the primary impetus for the amendment to the law.
Prior to this year’s amendment to the law, there was a five-acre-foot volume limit on all temporary
water uses. With the changes to the law this
year, the five acre-foot limit has been removed
for the three specific purposes stated in the
legislation. Applicants will need to explain
where they want to divert the water, how much
is requested, and the purpose for which the
application is being filed.
The Idaho Department of Water
Resources (IDWR) is prepared to process
applications for the temporary use of water in a
timely manner, according to Department
officials. Applications and instructions are
available on the IDWR website and can be filed
Surplus water can be used for groundwater recharge such as
anytime with any IDWR regional office.
IDWR officials say they have received at this recharge site in the Magic Valley. (Photo Courtesy of
several applications from canal companies and Lynn Harmon)
irrigation districts so far, and the Idaho Water
Resource Board is expected to file an application to use additional surplus water for aquifer recharge as well.

DEQ Seeks Comment on Proposed Revisions
to Subsurface Sewage Disposal Systems Manual
The Idaho Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is seeking public comment on proposed
revisions to its guidance on how to design, construct, and operate subsurface sewage disposal systems.
The proposed revisions to the Technical Guidance Manual for Individual and Subsurface Sewage
Disposal Systems (TGM) address dosing chambers.
The TGM is a web-based reference document used by builders and on-site wastewater system
installers to select, design, and install subsurface sewage disposal systems to meet state requirements and by
DEQ and public health districts to evaluate the site, proposed design, and construction of subsurface sewage
disposal systems.
The changes are designed to ensure the TGM reflects current public health standards.
The proposed revisions, indicated in red and blue ink, are available for review on DEQ's website.
Written comments on the proposed revisions need to be submitted to DEQ by July 17, 2017.
For more information contact James Craft at the Water Quality Division in the DEQ State Office in Boise
at james.craft@deq.idaho.gov.

